
 

 
Sunday, January 7, 2024 

Baptism of Our Lord  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the 

waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that 
distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the 

Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in 
the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 

 



-———————- GATHERING —————————  
    

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

GATHERING MUSIC         
“AMAZING GRACE” 

Colin Webster, John Newton 
Words: 2016 Colin Webster Songs; Music: 2016 Colin Webster Songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. 

       
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (p 234) 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE       WADE IN THE WATER (ELW #459) 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us 
in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 
 

——————— WORD——————— 
 

   CHILDREN’S SERMON  

    

   PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
   

   FIRST READING                                GENESIS 1:1-5 
     

     1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  
   
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 GOSPEL                                   MARK 1:4-11
                               

       The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

      4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
               This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                            BAPTISED AND SET FREE (ELW #453) 
 

 
                    
   

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

Each petition will end with “God of grace.” and the response will be “Receive our prayer.” 
 

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 

——— MEAL ——— 
OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 

Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 

www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 
  



MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 

Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open 
heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the lord our god.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 

 

 
JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, 
simply inform the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from 
the tray held by the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup 

of grape juice is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  
      “HOLY FOREVER” 
 

 

 COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your 
power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

—–—————— SENDING —————— 
BENEDICTION 
 

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
 



 
SENDING SONG                 EVERY TIME I FEEL THE SPIRIT (ACS #942) 

 
                         
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
     

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

We hope every person felt welcomed here, especially our guests. We trust that our time together has filled 
you with a sense of joy and peace, and we invite you to return soon. 
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