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Sunday, January 2, 2022 

  



—-———————- GATHERING ————————— 
GATHERING SONG                                   He Came Down (ELW 253) 

 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made flesh 
among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. Amen. 

 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We 
seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 



We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful 
Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect 
your love born among us. Amen. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the child born of 

Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace. Amen. 

 
*HYMN            Of the Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295) 

 
 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 

empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

——————— WORD——————— 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

READING               Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption 

as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of 

his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he 

lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to 

gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also 

obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 

accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set 

our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard 

the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 

seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as 

God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

 

*GOSPEL               John 1:1-9 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 

the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON                           Pastor Dave Young 

 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                                                             Love Has Come (ELW 292) 

 

 
 

*OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH           

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our attention to those 

who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your church a place where all 

methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up today to 

witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and deepen our care for 

your natural world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and peoples to 

honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and identities have been 

mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the adoption 

process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with infertility or 

pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need those on our prayer list. (Pause) Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this congregation or 

making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As the seasons and the 

calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks for all who model lives of loving service. Lead us in your grace until, with all 

your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of 

your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
  

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 

Marilyn Shenenberger, Organ 
                         

————— HOLY COMMUNION —————— 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      

 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



*JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION & THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day. Our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

 In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you. 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we 

have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 

 

—–—————— SENDING ——————— 

 

*BLESSING  

 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  grace. Amen. 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen.  
 

*SENDING SONG                  Let All Together Praise Our God (ELW 287) 

 

 

See Next Page 

 



 
 

Text/Music: Nikolaus Herman © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 

*DISMISSAL  
  

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen. 

 


