
 

August 29th, 2021 ~ 9:30 AM 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence of God’s law is 

ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last 

week Jesus told us “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says 

God has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the 

font return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts. 



—-———————- GATHERING ————————— 
(*Indicates to please rise as you are able in body, mind, or in spirit.) 

 

GATHERING MUSIC 
“All of Creation” 

Offered by the Worship Team 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your 
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal 
life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread 

of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

   



*HYMN               For the Beauty of the Earth 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

  



——————— WORD——————— 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION          

 

FIRST READING                                                       James 1:17-27 
 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of 
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures. 

 

   
19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 

slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 
implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

   

22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 
mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were 
like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not 
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

    

26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 
their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to 
care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.  

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL READING                                    Mark 7:1-15 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around him, 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from 
the market unless they wash it and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, "Why 
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?" 6He said to them, "Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  

 

  'This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 
  7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.' 

 

 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition." 9Then he said to them, 
"You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition! 10For 
Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'Whoever speaks evil of father or mother 
must surely die.' 11But you say that if anyone tells father or mother, 'Whatever support you might 
have had from me is Corban' (that is, an offering to God) — 12then you no longer permit doing 
anything for a father or mother, 13thus making void the word of God through your tradition that 
you have handed on. And you do many things like this." 14Then he called the crowd again and 
said to them, "Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that 
by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



SERMON                           Pastor Dave Young 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY                                          Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

 

My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 

 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

 

My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 

 
CCLI Song # 4768151 Chris Tomlin | John Newton | Louie Giglio © 2006 sixsteps Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Vamos Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music 
Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 
1856075 

 
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH          The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence. Fill it with pastors, 
deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and resources to 
thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable future for 
generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

https://us.songselect.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


We pray for individuals in positions of authority. Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, 
state, and local governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every person. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are unemployed, 
underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for daily life. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year. Empower 
teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning and development. 
Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide encouragement and love. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with our heart. 
Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting that we will be united with them in 
glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

  

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
“Give Us Clean Hands” 

Words & Music by Charlie Hall 
Offered by the Worship Team 

————— HOLY COMMUNION —————— 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      

 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION & THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day. Our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

—–—————— SENDING ——————— 

*BLESSING  

 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  grace. Amen. 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

  



*SENDING SONG                     Go My Children, With My Blessing 

 
Text: © 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajada © 1983 Used by permission. 

*DISMISSAL  
 Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God! 



BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 
Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

www.bethelwinchester.com 
 

 
Rev. Dr. David N. Young, Pastor 

pastordave@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 105  
 

George W. Donovan, Jr., Director of Music 
george@bethelwinchester.com 

 
Mel Siebert, Senior High Youth Minister 

youth@bethelwinchester.com  
 

Kim Williams, Office Administrator/Bookkeeper  
bookkeeper@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 103 

 
Kristin Siebert, Parish Communicator 
communicator@bethelwinchester.com 

 
Cliff Crowder, Director of Facility Management 

ukcrowder@aol.com 
 

Edie McGoff, Parish Nurse 
emcgoff@gmail.com 

 
Patty White, Parish Custodian 

annwhite54@aol.com 
 

Gretchen Meade, Nursery Manager 
office@bethelwinchester.com 
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