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—-———————- GATHERING ————————— 
(*Indicates to please rise as you are able in body, mind, or in spirit.)  

  

*GATHERING SONG                 Jesus, What A Wonderful Child 

 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 

 

WELCOME & INVOCATION 

 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

 

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling 

among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned 
away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live 
among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 



Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our own 

work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen. 
  
*HYMN                               Joy to the World! 

  
  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the world 
with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

——————— WORD——————— 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION          

 

FIRST READING                                                    Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

The people who walked in darkness  have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 
their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping 
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has 
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall 
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            Away in A Manger 

Stanzas 1 & 2 are sung before the Gospel Reading. 

 
 



*GOSPEL READING                           Luke 2:1-20 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Stanza 3 of “Away in a Manger” is Sung. (See previous page.) 
 

SERMON                        Pastor Terry Hannon 
 

 
 



*HYMN OF THE DAY                                                     Angels We Have Heard on High 

 



OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH          The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

 

God of glory, you bring your word to birth among us. As you spoke through prophets and 
ancestors, empower your church to proclaim your name with boldness and tenderness, that 
your salvation is revealed to all the ends of the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You founded the earth and the heavens are the work of your hands. Protect the beauty of 
mountains and valleys. Save glaciers, tundra, and arctic lands from the threat of changing 
climates. Sustain all things by your powerful word. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You send messengers to announce peace. Build trust among nations. Strengthen relationships 
that reach beyond borders. Grant safety to ambassadors, relief workers, military personnel, and 
health care providers who travel across the world. Reveal your redemption through their work. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You bring hope to all people. Bring wholeness to all who long for your comfort and 
companionship. Revive aching spirits and restore tired bodies. Bring healing and wholeness to 
all who long for mercy and for all those who we name aloud now, or in the silence of our hearts. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You are the fullness of grace and truth. Bless ministries of generosity in this congregation and 
community. Open our doors in welcome, extend our tables to guests, and send us out with 
provisions for those who lack food, water, shelter, clothing, or companionship. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. Claim us as your children in this life and in the next. 
Encourage us by the witness of the saints across the ages who have testified to your light and 
life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 
you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

  

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

————— HOLY COMMUNION —————— 

 

OFFERING & MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 

“Mary Did You Know” 
Lowry/ Greene, arr. Johnson 
Offered by the Worship Choir 

 

  



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      

 

 The Lord be with you!  And also with you! Lift up your hearts!  We lift them to the Lord! 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 
  

*JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION & THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day. Our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

—–—————— SENDING ——————— 

*BLESSING  

 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the 

shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word 

made flesh. Amen.   
 

*SENDING HYMN & CANDLE LIGHTING        Night of Silence/Silent Night 

 

The Worship Team sings “Night of Silence” as the candles are lit. We join together in singing “Silent Night”. 

 
 
  

*DISMISSAL  
 Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
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