
July 26, 2020,  ~ Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

WELCOME & INVOCATION 

 

GATHERING SONG                 Shout to the Lord 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is 

faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in  your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called 

and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 

justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

READING                      2 Timothy 1:1-7 

  1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ 

Jesus, 

2To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3I am grateful to God — whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did — when I remember you 

constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I 

am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and 

now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through 

the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love 

and of self-discipline.  



READING                                       Mark 4:26-34 

1 He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27and would sleep and 

rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, 

first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 

with his sickle, because the harvest has come." 

30He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a 

mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is 

sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of 

the air can make nests in its shade." 

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them 

except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

SERMON                                         Pastor Dave Young 

OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                        Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking bread, a fishing 

net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and awe of your 

creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing 

caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the welcoming shade of 

your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other and walk in the way of peace.  Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help us when we do 

not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and 

healing to the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask boldly for what 

is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times and places. 

Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in light (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

We greet one another with the words, “Peace be with you.”   

In order to maintain our social distancing, we offer these words with a peace sign or wave. 

MUSIC WHILE THE TABLE IS SET 

HOLY COMMUNION & THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION & SENDING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
 

SENIOR QUILT BLESSING 



SENDING SONG                            O God beyond All Praising 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.  
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