
Session Three Discuss and Explore 

 

Question 1: Where have you learned about hell, Satan, and evil 

throughout your life? What do you hope to learn about these difficult 

concepts in this course? 

Question 2: What questions do you have about hell, Satan, and evil? 

Write them down and share with your group if you are comfortable 

doing so. 

Question 3: Pastor Matthew mentions several examples of popular 

culture depictions of hell and Satan. What other examples can you 

think of? Do you think these depictions in film, television, literature, 

and other media sources are helpful? Do these references cheapen the 

real challenges of evil? 

 

A different kind of Christmas story 

 

Revelation 12: 1-6 

v.1-2 The woman most likely represents the people of God both 

before and after Jesus birth, who experience the labor pains of 

the Messianic Age. 

v.3-4 Immediately the birth narrative is under threat by a dragon 

that may “devour the child.” The dragon is a perversion of the 7-

headed lamb seen earlier. 

v. 5-6 The male child to rule is Jesus. In this birth story, Jesus is 

born to all the people of God, under immediate threat by the 

dragon. 



Description of the dragon/Satan 

 

Revelation 12: 9 

This offers the most specific description of Satan in Revelation, 

directly connecting “ha satan” with the serpent in the Garden of 

Eden. Diabolos is the Greek word and Satan is the Hebrew word. 

Revelation is making the point that it is the same deceiver across 

time, therefore inviting hearers (and us) to imagine the threats 

that threaten to devour us. 

 

The Woman Preserved 

 

Revelation 12: 13-17 

The people of God are preserved even with the threat of the 

dragon. This scene recalls the story of Exodus and the Hebrew 

people’s escape from Pharaoh (Exodus 19:4). The earth itself 

comes to her rescue, indicating God’s work in and through 

creation itself. It recalls the creation story, where God asked the 

earth itself to “bring forth” elements of creation (Gen. 1:11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Beast from the Sea 

 

Revelation 13: 1-10 

The beasts have specific references to Rome and the power of 

empire to corrupt creation itself. Rather than providing life, the 

forces opposed to God and the Lamb twist creation to be an 

instrument of oppression and destruction. The sea represents a 

source of fear for ancient people, even a part of creation 

relegated to monsters like Leviathan of Hebrew scriptures or 

Scylla and Charybdis of Greco-Roman texts. But for Revelation, all 

of creation is God’s. Yet the beast comes out of the sea, twisting 

the life-giving power for destruction. 

 

 

Beasts Then and Now 

 

Beast from the Sea (Revelation 12:18-13:10)  

 

From the sea: The sea was a place of fear and also the source of military 

power for the Roman Empire. 

 

Blasphemies: The beast utters blasphemies, perhaps like “Caesar is 

Lord,” a direct contradiction to an early Christian creed that Jesus is 

Lord. 

 

 



Perversion of faith: This beast has a head that “received a death-blow, 

but its mortal wound had been healed.” There were rumors that Nero 

had been brought back from the dead after his murder. This presents 

the story of resurrection in horrifying form, as a perversion. 

 

Leopard, Bear, Lion: The text combines beasts in Daniel 7 that refer to 

four other empires (Babylonians, Medes, Persians, Greeks). Each 

empire represented dominance in military strength. This beast is the 

military might of Rome, and the empires of all time. 

 

Beast from the Land (Revelation 13:11-18) 

 

Authority of First Beast: The second beast gets its power from the 

might of the empire but exercises it through religion and economics. 

 

Religious Authority: This beast forces all to worship the first beast. 

 

Idolatry: It tells people to make an idol (breaking the first 

commandment) and then gives the idol breath, indicating sorcery. 

 

Kills dissenters: The beast kills all who will not worship. One of the first 

non-Christian sources that refers to Christianity is Pliny the Younger in 

the second century CE. In his account, Pliny showed a Roman statue to 

purported Christians. If they did not worship it, they were executed. 

 



Social stratification: The beast separates small and great, rich and poor, 

much like the hierarchy of Rome or other empires, perhaps even like 

today. 

 

Mark of the Beast: Rather than a physical stamp on a forehead, this 

refers to participation in the social and economic life of the day. Only 

those who worship the beast can participate. 

 

Buying and Selling: Only those who worship the beast can even 

participate in the economy, providing further pressure to assimilate. 

 

By the Numbers 

 

#7 - This is a number of wholeness or completion, referring back to the 

seven days of creation in Genesis 1. The seven churches represent the 

whole of Christ’s assemblies on earth, rather than simply seven 

distinctive churches. The number broadens the message. (Revelation 2-

3) Each cycle is full of repetitive sevens revealing Christ or showing 

destruction (seals in 6:1; trumpets in 8:6-11:15; bowls in 16:1-21). The 

image of the lamb may seem scary, but the seven horns and seven eyes 

connect the mission of Jesus with the ongoing creation of the world 

(Revelation 5:6). Seven spirits are also mentioned, which is the Spirit of 

God for all of the churches (Revelation 4:5). 

# 12 - This number refers to the twelve tribes of Israel. But Revelation 

broadens that definition to include all the people of God. Multiples of 

twelve are frequently used. Twenty-four thrones and twenty-four 

elders appear in God’s throne-room in Revelation 4:4. In Revelation 7:4-



8, we read that 144,000 of Israel are sealed, 12,000 from each tribe of 

Israel. We know this in our baptismal rite as being sealed by the cross 

of Christ forever. Again, this is an expansive definition and welcome of 

all of God’s people, not a definition of who is in and out, and not a 

number to count of how many will be saved. 

#6 - Six is an antithetical number to seven. If seven is complete, six is 

incomplete and a perversion of the complete, holy number. The 

number of the Beast is 666 (Revelation 13:16-18). Because Revelation 

calls us to “calculate the number of its name,” many have tried to make 

this number fit a variety of enemies of different times and places. Most 

scholars agree that it refers to Nero Caesar when this name is spelled 

in Hebrew and added together using the Jewish tradition of gematria 

(assigning each Hebrew letter a numerical value and adding them 

together).   

 

Note: The six-winged creatures in Revelation 4:8 do not fit this 

definition. They have six wings like the seraphim in Isaiah 6:1-3. 


