Thursday, April 9, 2020
~ INTRODUCTION ~
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the
Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central
focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so
we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this
holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn
silence, we anticipate the coming days.
Here I Am to Worship

GATHERING SONG

Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore you, hope of a life spent with you.
So, here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I am to say that you’re my God.
And, you’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above.
Humbly, you came to the earth you created, all for love’s sake became poor.
So, here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I am to say that you’re my God.
And, you’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.
So, here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I am to say that you’re my God.
And, you’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
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READING

John 13:1–17, 31b–35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going
to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied
around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7Jesus
answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8Peter said to him, "You
will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." 9Simon Peter
said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!"

Jesus said to him, "One who has

10

bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you."

For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."
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After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do
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you know what I have done to you?
am.

You call me Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is what I
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So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.
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For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.
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Very truly, I tell you,
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servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
God has been glorified in him.
glorify him at once.

31b

If
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"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and

If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will

32

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to
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the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'

I give you a new commandment, that
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you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

By this everyone will

35

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

A New Commandment

GOSPEL READING

Luke 22:14-20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to You, O Lord.
When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15He said to them, “I have
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.” 17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among
yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And he did the same with the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Lamb of God

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side
to walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God
Your gift of love they crucified. They laughed and scorned him as he died.
The humble king they named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God.
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God.
Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.
I was so lost, I should have died, but you have brought me to your side
to be led by your staff and rod and to be called a lamb of God.
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God.
Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

