
 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 15th, 2020 

 

 

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. 

Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early 

church used this gospel and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection 

during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection 

feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of 

God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

. . . a community growing Deeper in faith and Wider in love. Ephesians 3:16-17 
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—-———————- GATHERING ————————— 
(*Indicates to please rise as able in body, mind, or in spirit.) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*GATHERING SONG                    One Bread, One Body (#496) 

 
 
*GATHERING PRAYER 
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*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

We sit or kneel as able.  Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God,  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 

*KYRIE             Congregation sings emboldened text. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us 
this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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—-———————- WORD ————————— 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION          

 

READING                              Exodus 17:1-7 

  
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 

stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 
people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses 
said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out 
of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, 
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, 
“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand 
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the 
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” 
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

   

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 
*GOSPEL READING                           John 4:5-42 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting 
by the well. It was about noon. 

 

   
7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things 
in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the 
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks 
of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 
eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or 
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have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

 

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have 
said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 
such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is 
speaking to you.” 

 

   
27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 

woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the 
woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a 
man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left 
the city and were on their way to him. 

 

   
31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to 

them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, 
“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the 
will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then 
comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 
harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and 
you have entered into their labor.” 

 

39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 
him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his 
word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

(We repeat the Gospel Acclamation.) 

SERMON                Pastor Dave Young 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                                                  As the Deer Runs to the River (#331) 

 
*OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

We sit or kneel as able.   

After each petition ending with “Hear Us, O God” we respond, “Your mercy is great.” 

*SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 

We share the peace of Christ with an embrace or handshake using the words, “Peace be with you.” 

 

—-———————- HOLY COMMUNION ————————— 

OFFERING  

 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  

In addition to gifts of cash or handwritten checks, you may consider GivePlus Mobile App, Tithe.ly App 

(Download from Google Play or App Store) or Text to Give – text “Give” to (804) 715-1624 
 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION  

  

“Lenten Meditation” 
by Jay Althouse 

OFFERTORY HYMN                                                           Lenten Doxology 
 

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands to sing the Offertory Hymn  

as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Praise God throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
And praise the Spirit who imparts God’s love through Christ into our hearts. Amen. 
 

Text: G.W. Dub Shephard, 2006 Music: Old 100th Used by permission. 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. Prepare us to witness to 
your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people may know your peace 
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*HOLY 

 

 
*JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 
 *THE LORD'S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. 
Open yourselves to receive it. 
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LAMB OF GOD          

 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION: 
 

After you commune, please return to your seat for singing, prayer or silent meditation. 

 Communion Hymns can be found in the red hymnal. 
 

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” #334 (Stanzas 1-3 and Lent 3) 
 

“Give Me Jesus” #770 
 

—-———————- SENDING ————————— 
 

*BLESSING AND SENDING  
 

Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

☩ bless you, unbind you, 

and send you in love and in peace. 
Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN             Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (#843) 

 
Text by Rusty Edwards © Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by Permission 

*DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God. 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

www.bethelwinchester.com 

 

Rev. Dr. David N. Young, Senior/Lead Pastor……………………..………………..…pastordave@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 105  

George W. Donovan, Jr., Director of Music Ministries………..………………………….………………george@bethelwinchester.com 

Sue Correll, Assoc. Director of Music & Organist……………………………………………………………..…..sueellen.correll@gmail.com 

Terri Hollingsworth, Parish Administrative Assistant……………………………………..office@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 100 

Kim Williams, Parish Bookkeeper & Treasurer……………………………….………bookkeeper@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 103 

Pat Shields, Parish Administrator & Financial Secretary…….……………administrator@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 102 

Cliff Crowder, Facilities Manager………………………………………………………………………………………………………….ukcrowder@aol.com 

Edie McGoff, Parish Nurse …………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………….emcgoff@gmail.com 

Patty White, Parish Custodian ……………………………………………………..…………………………………………………...annwhite54@aol.com 

Gretchen & Matthew Meade, Nursery Managers………………………….…………………………………..office@bethelwinchester.com 
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