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2016:  Year of Giving 

It seems like only yesterday that Pastor Heidi 
and I kicked off our 5 year vision – Deeper Faith, 
Wider Love.  During this time we have made our 
faith practices central to our life in community.  
We began with the Year of Prayer (2012).  We 
added a Prayer room, a Centering prayer group, 
and built a new prayer labyrinth.   
 
Next came the Year of Service (2013).  We insti-
tuted Service events with other local congrega-
tions and embraced a congregational Day of 
Service as a kick off for our fall program season.   
 
Then we engaged the Year of Worship (2014).  
We explored different worship styles – i.e. Taize, 
etc. – that we have added to our worship experi-
ence at Bethel.  We held several concerts and 
the ensemble presented a Christmas concert.   
 
This past year, we embraced the Year of Relat-
ing (2015).  We started our Fifth Sunday fellow-
ship events (one service at 10:00am followed by 
a congregational fellowship event).  We came 
together to raise over $50,000 to help our broth-
er, Doug Newell, achieve a kidney transplant 
(talk about loving your neighbor!).  And we’ve 
even dedicated a new Memorial garden that will 
allow us to remain in “community” for all time! 
 
 

This year (2016) we begin the Year of Giving.  
As part of this year, we hope to continue mak-
ing significant progress toward paying off our 
mortgage, as well as meeting our ministry 
spending plan in a more timely fashion.  We 
support so many wonderful ministries here at 
Bethel, and for this I am so grateful.  While our 
MSP may not hold the same emotional weight 
as many of our other wonderful causes and 
ministries, it is the back bone that allows us to 
offer a myriad of options in youth ministry, con-
gregational life, and service opportunities.  
Likewise, it allows us to keep the lights on, the 
doors open, and the building clean.  Not to 
mention, it allows us to have the wonderful and 
committed staff that drives so many of our min-
istries here at Bethel.  
 
During this year of giving I would hold up for 
you the offering prayer from our former Luther-
an Book of Worship:  “We offer with joy and 
thanksgiving, what you have first given us; our-
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of 
your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake 
of Him, who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Continued on page 2. . . 
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Holiday Office Hours  
 
The office will be closed December 24 - January 

3 and will re-open on Monday, January 4.   
Pastor Dave will be available and can be 

reached by calling the church office (662-3245) 
or his cell. (513) 295-3283. 

“Year of Giving” continued from page 1. . . 
 
What I love about this prayer is the reminder 
that ALL we have is from God.  We are stew-
ards of that which God bestows upon us – our 
very lives, our talents and gifts, and the posses-
sions we gain in this world through those tal-
ents that God has given us.  But it doesn’t end 
here. 
 
The prayer also reminds us to return this gift to 
God.  We do so by committing time to the work 
of ministry.  We do so by offering the talent we 
have been given for the benefit of others, our 
community, and our world.  And we do by giv-
ing our “first fruits” to the ministry of the church. 
 
My prayer for you and your family during this 
Year of Giving is that God will guide you toward 
the joys and blessings that are experienced in 
faithful giving of time, talent, and treasure.  As 
someone who has been in a tithing family for 
many years, I can assure you that this kind of 
commitment to Jesus ceases to be a burden, 
and is, in fact, a true blessing. 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Dave    
    

Board Chair/Team Leader  
Dessert Meeting 
Wednesday, January 6, 6:30pm 
Discipleship Hall 
 
All of our Board chairs and team leaders are in-
vited to an Epiphany dessert on Wednesday, 
January 6 (The Day of Epiphany).  Please eat 
dinner beforehand, but we will have desserts 
available for you.  We will begin with an Epipha-
ny themed devotion, have some desserts, and 
commence with our meeting.  If you are a Board 
chair or team leader, please make it a priority to 
attend. 

Worship Assistant Training 
 
Terri Hollingsworth will be sending out guidelines 
for the following Worship Teams: 
 
Greeters 
Ushers (1st service) 
Communion Assistants (1st service) 
Readers 
Prayers 
 
All those new to these teams (1st and 2nd ser-
vice), please attend a training session on Janu-
ary 10 between services in the sanctuary. 
 
Other Team Leaders will contact those who 
signed up via the ministry response forms for 
participation in other 2016 teams prior to event 
dates.  Questions?  Contact Terri in the church 
office (662-3245) and she will assist you in find-
ing the information you need. 
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Council Highlights 

The December meeting of the Congregational 
Council of Bethel Lutheran Church was held on 
Wednesday December 16 in the Council Room 
at the church.  Newly elected 2016 Council 
Members, Rose Pierce and Pat Belvins, attend-
ed at the invitation of the 2015 Council.   
 
Treasurer's Report 
Income for November was $5,000 less than 
expected.  Expenses were $4,200 less than 
expenses.  Overall, income for the month ex-
ceeded expenses by over $3,000.  Actual ex-
pense for 2015 to date exceeded by about 
$40,000.  Although strong giving is expected in 
December, it seems likely that 2015 will finish 
with expenses exceeding income.  Bookkeeper 
Kim Williams expects that there will be enough 
money in the operating funds to avoid using the 
emergency funds, which are fully funded at this 
time. 
 
 
New Business 
 
Pastor's Report 
Pastor David Young  noted some key points.  
Confirmation has started for ninth graders.  The 
fall men’s retreat was a success.  The Bethel 
staff enjoyed a brief retreat centered around 
planning. 
 
 
Youth & Family Ministry Report  
Planning is continuing for a youth mission to 
Guatemala in the summer of 2016.  The 
“Turkey Shoot” fundraiser raised $700.00 for 
the project.  Planning for VBS 2016 has started. 
 
Kelly Francis will participate in a mission to Ja-
maica February 27 – March 5

.
  She will be 

working at the Caribbean Christian Centre for 
the Deaf with other students from Duquesne 
University.   She raised the majority of the funds 
needed for the trip but requested support from 
Bethel.  Council voted to allocate $500.00 from 
the Youth Mission Fund for Kelly’s expenses. 
 
 

Parsonage Status 
The Parsonage is currently vacant.  It will be sold, 
and the funds will be distributed in accordance 
with the terms of the will that left the building to 
Bethel.  None of the profit from the sale will be 
available to Bethel.  Pastor Dave, Traci Shoberg, 
and Greg Brondos will meet to form a plan to put 
the house on the market.  Because the heating oil 
tank is low, the building will be winterized (pipes 
drained) for the winter.  
 
 
Election of Officers 
Because all members of the 2016 Council were 
present, Council elected 2016 officers.  The vote 
will be ratified in January.  Tom Milburn was elect-
ed President.  Karla King was re-elected Vice 
President.  Traci Shoberg was re-elected Treasur-
er.  Rose Pierce was elected Secretary.  
 
 
Board Chair Roles 
Beginning in 2016, those council members who 
are not officers will serve as Ministry Board Chairs.  
The following role were agreed to for 2016: 
Pastor David Young will lead the Worship Board; 
Greg Brondos will lead the Learning Board; 
Pat Blevins will lead the Pray and Care Board; 
Tom Beyer will lead the Congregational Life 
Board; Julie Shannabrook will lead the Servant 
Board; Adrian Pullen will lead the Ministry Support 
Board. 
 
Council Meeting Dates  
Council voted to continue meeting on the second 
Wednesday of each month, unless an alternate 
date is selected by a vote of Council. 
 
Council Retreat 
Council will meet for planning on the evening of 
January 15

th
 and the morning of January 16

th
.   

 
Submitted, 
Bruce Lothrop, Secretary 
 



Men’s Ministries 

Youth Ministries Women’s Ministries 

Women’s Planning Team Mtg. 
Monday, January 4, 7:00 p.m. 
Conference Room 

 
Women’s Gathering 
Sunday, January 10, 4:00 p.m. 
Discipleship Hall 
 
HEAR YE!!  HEAR YE!!  Women of Faith 
Gathering for Spiritual Growth, Fellowship, 
and Service to Others……   
 
Please mark your calendars to attend the first 
meeting of the WILD women in 2016!!  We 
will meet Sunday, January 10, at 4pm in the 
Discipleship Hall.  PLEASE plan to attend……
AND bring a friend along with you!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Celebration  
January 22-24 
 
Winter Celebration is A Funtastical Weekend 
Event for ALL 9th-12th Graders! A gathering of 
youth singing, worship, faith sharing with hun-
dreds Virginia high school youth and adults at a 
large retreat center called "Eagle Eyrie" (it's about 
2.5 hours south in the mountains near Lynchburg) 

 
***Please signup for the January 22-24

th
  weekend 

by January 1st!***  
 
Registration: www.vasynod.org online pay or 
make checks out to "Virginia Synod, ELCA" when 
you mail in.  See Molly Beyer, Donna Turrill or 
Bryan Jaster for details. 
 
 

Concert and Road Trip  
Saturday, January 9, 5:00 p.m. 
Meet up at Bethel 
 
Bring $15 for dinner and concert! Road trip to Rise 
Up Concert tour with Agape Dave and Rachel 
Kurtz who performed mainstage with 30,000 high 
school youth this summer during ELCA Youth 
Gathering!  
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Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, January 2, 8:30  a.m. 
 
Our men of Bethel will gather for our monthly 
men’s breakfast on Saturday, January 2 at 
8:30am.  We gather at Backseat Bar and Grill.  
Come, join us, and bring friends.   
 
RSVP to Pastor Dave at : 
pastordave@bethelwinchester.com. 
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Save the Date!!!!! 
Vacation Bible School 

June 13-17, 2016  
 

Underground Ministries 
 
 

Middle School  
(6-8 grades)  
Sunday, January 10, 6-8pm  
 
Crazy games, relationships 
and loving like Jesus together. 
 
 

High School (9-12 grades)  
Sunday, January 31, 6-8pm 
 
Friendship, the hard questions, worship, and 
loving like Jesus together. 
 
  

 
“What’s your story?”   
Wednesday, January 13, 7:00 p.m. 
 
New high school bible study starting Wednes-
day January 13

th
 @ 7pm.   How does God’s 

story and our story make sense together each 
day?   What’s your story?  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth Ministries Continued. . . 

Faith5 Team Meeting 
Sunday January 10, 12:00 p.m.  Noon 
 

We meetup for lunch at Bethel in Disci-
pleship Hall to make plans for our next 
adventure in our little revolution.  All are 
welcome to come eat, laugh and share 
together.  
 

 

 

 

Cash for Causes   

Do you shop at Martin's?  If so, buy a “Cash for 
Causes” card to support the ministry of our youth!  
We receive 5% back for every purchase.  Please 
see Suzanne Gregory in the Crossroads.  Thank 
you thank you!  

Bethel Week at Camp 
 

July 31-August 5 
For more info: www.carolinfurnace.org 



Adult Forum - January 
 
On Sunday, January 3, we will begin a book 
study entitled, “We Make the Road by Walking: 
A Year-long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Re-
orientation, and Activation.”  The author is Brian 
McLaren, a thought-provoking and leading 
voice in contemporary theology.   
 
The book is one that will explore, from Genesis 
through Revelation, a vision of what authentic 
and meaningful Christian life can be.  Each 
week is unique, so if you miss a few weeks, you 
won’t be behind.  Still, it follows the biblical nar-
rative and will invite us into weekly conversation 
with the Bible, exploring themes that will com-
fort, challenge, and engage us.   
 
January 3 – Awe and Wonder 
January 10 – Being Human 
January 17 – A World of Meaning 
January 24 – The Drama of Desire 
January 31 – No Adult Forum (One Service for 
Fifth Sunday Fellowship) 

Sound Booth—Discipleship Hall 
 
In the past month, we have been having some 
problems with the sound and video equipment in 
Discipleship Hall.  Please only use the system if 
you have been authorized and given a key.   
 
After your event, please make sure the sound 
cabinet is turned off and locked.  If you need as-
sistance, call the church office prior to your event 
to receive instructions and a key.  Thank you. 
 
 

Table Talk 
Bonnie Blue, Winchester 
Tuesday, January 26 
6:00 Dinner (optional)/7:00 Program 
 

 
Join us for our monthly time of fellowship, food, 
and fun called Table Talk, formerly Theology on 
Tap.  We gather on the final Tuesday of each 
month (January 29), meet at 6:00 for dinner and 
have conversation at 7:00pm. 
 
We are meeting again at our new spot, Bonnie 
Blue Southern Market & Bakery (334 W Bos-
cawen St, Winchester, VA 22601).  Our topic 
will be “Baptism: What Can a Little Water Do for 
You?” 
 
Please RSVP to Pastor Dave if you plan to at-
tend.  
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W.A.T.T.S.  

Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter                                                                                    

February 22-28, 2016 
 
Luke 3: 10-11 - And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered 
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is 
to do likewise.” 
 

As we begin our WATTS Season in February please know that Marion and I are filled with 
gratitude, first for God’s grace and secondly for the outpouring of your time and resources.  
We do so by opening our church from 7 pm to 7 am for 1 week. 
 

We will be around before and after worship in January and February with our sign-up sheets 
for supplies and help.  Or, as always, you can shoot me an email to volunteer or ask a ques-
tion. 
 

Shalom,  Judy McKiernan 
 

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow 
 
 
When weather conditions warrant a change or cancellation of worship ser-
vices and/or Sunday school, all necessary information will be avail- 
able by 7:30 a.m., in three (3) different ways: 
 
1) broadcast on WINC FM—92.5 and at www.winc.fm on the “Closing” Tab 
 
2) Bethel’s phone message, 662-3245 
 
3) Bethel’s website (www.bethelwinchester.com) 
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Dear Friends at Bethel, 
 
Dean and I thank you so much for your concern, 
cards, caring and especially your prayers as we 
navigate my return to health. 
 
Please continue to pray for us as we seek God’s 
blessings one day at a time and give thanks for 
our faith in Him. 
 
Sue Cole 
 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

 
Sunday, February 7, 9:45 a.m. 

Discipleship Hall 

Dear Cindy and Wild Women, 
 
Who would think Doug would receive his trans-
plant the day after you shared the Wild Women 
bracelet with me?!  We know He works in won-
drous ways. 
 
I am honored to be the keeper of the bracelet and 
feel strengthened by it, by your caring and His 
love. We are moving ahead in faith and love one 
day at a time. Please be prayer warriors for us.  
 
May God bless each of you. 
 
Sue Cole 
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Dear Bethel Family, 
 
Truly this Christmas was the best Christmas ever. As we were waiting and hoping dur-
ing the season of Advent our Christmas arrived early on December 8th! 
 
The morning of December 7th, we were doing my treatment. I had just told Cindy that I 
did not know how much longer I could keep doing dialysis. My body was wearing out 
and my blood pressures at the end of treatments were consistently too low. Within a half 
hour of saying this I received a call from VCU saying there was a possible donor and to 
start preparing to come to Richmond. The donor would be going into surgery at 7pm and 
they would know for sure after that. The day was filled with excitement, anxiety, appre-
hension and constant prayer.  
 
At 2am on December 8th we received THE CALL telling us to be there by 6am. We 
couldn't believe it was actually happening, it seemed like a dream. I was taken into sur-
gery at 12pm and by 5pm had a new chance at life! God also sent an angel - Rose 
Pierce, who just happened to have an appointment at VCU that day. She stayed with 
Cindy until I was out of recovery. A true Christmas miracle, allowing me to lead a more 
normal life not hooked up to a machine 4 hours a day - 5x a week. Now I will have 
a chance to serve God the way I feel He has called me to do. 
 
We want to thank you all for your support, financially and spiritually during our quest for 
a kidney. Your prayers have sustained us and helped us maintain hope. My recovery is 
going well, with no signs of rejection. I have to be extremely careful about germs and 
food safety. A small thing compared to a new chance at life.  
 
We feel truly blessed by everything done to help us on this journey. Please continue to 
pray for us as we adjust to this new life and continue healing. Also we would like to ask 
for prayer for the donor family as they grieve the loss of their loved one, and thanks for 
their generous gift of life. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
We love you all! 
Doug and Cindy 
 
 
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in 

your heart to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Ephesians 5:19-20 

 
 



January Birthdays January Anniversaries 
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03 - Yeakley Pullen 
04 - Clarence Hohner 
       Carol Cain 
       Rodney Forrest 
       Kim Williams 
05 - Conner Turrill 
07 - Steve Rosen 
08 - Julie Shanabrook 
       Ian Shoberg 
09 - Allen Pierce 
       Donna Shields 
       Donna Nerangis 
10 - Bob Hollingsworth 
11 - Stephanie Mahan 
12 - Carolyn McTague 
13 - Cory Carlson 
       Jennifer LaFollette 
       Marion Schottelkorb 
14 - Helen Ritchie 
       Stephen Ramsey 
17 - Michelle Young 
       Beth Driver 

18 - Charlie Moyer 
       Curt Grymala 
20 - Chris Temple 
22 - Morgan Stephens 
23 - Ben Hulver 
24 - Savannah McKee 
       Jan Lower 
25 - Susan Adams 
       Ainsley Justice 
       Karen Nguyen 
26 - Karen Justice 
27 - Isaiah Britton 
       Jim Shipp 
       Ed Lee 
28 - Tonya Harp 
       Ruth Jones 
29 - Bobby Hawkins 
30 - Kristi Riggleman 
       Katie Brunson 
       Leah Young 
      Jenny Stephens 
31 - Gene Borror 
       Adrian Pullen 

04 - Ciro and Tracey Grassi 
06 - Ron and Cherie Lauck 
28 - Trevor and Laura Brazelton 

Altar Flowers 2016 
 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar 
in 2016, please sign up on the chart located on 
the closet door outside the church office door.  
Arrangements are $37.00 each and can be tak-
en home to enjoy after the second service.   
 
 

Poinsettias 
 
Thank you to those who ordered poinsettias to 
help beautify the sanctuary for Christmas Eve.  
Please take your flower with you after service on 
Sunday, December 27.  All other will be disposed 
of if not picked up by January 3.   
 
 



Facts & Figures 

 

For more detailed information, please visit www.bethelwinchester.com and click on the “Ministries” tab.  
The most current financial update will be located under the “Publications” headline. 

Thank You, Thank You, 
Thank You! 

 

 

...for your generosity, support, 
and partnership in ministries  

here at Bethel, to our community,  
and to God’s world. 

 
“You will be enriched in every 
way for your great generosity, 

which will produce thanksgiving 
to God through us.”   
(2 Corinthians 9:11) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Average Worship 
Attendance 
November 

236 

Designated Ministries Offering Thru November 30 
 

For the World 
World Hunger Appeal 

 

$6,233 
 

Global Missions 
 

$10,141 
 

Harvest Sunday 
$2,275 

 

For the Community 
CCAP 

 

$5,360 
 

Jones Music Fund 
 

$10,722 
 

Good Samaritan 
 

$840 
 

For the Bethel Community 
Student Missions 

 

$1,146 
 

Jubilee/Mortgage Principal 
 

$47,944 
 

Special Offerings 
 

Scatter Garden -  $42,766    NFT/Doug Newell—$26,738 

Principal Balance on Mortgage 
as of December 31, 2014 

Principal Balance on Mortgage as of 
November 20, 2015 

Decrease in Mortgage Principal 
2015 

$464,285.42 $393,480.95 $70,804.47 

Ministry Spending Plan (MSP) Update: 

  MSP Offerings % of MSP Total 2015 MSP 

  Needed to meet MSP Actual   $512,000 

November 2015 $46,797 $40,094 86%    

YTD as of November 2015 $453,885 $411,225 91%    

http://www.bethelwinchester.com


BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
www.bethelwinchester.com 

   
Rev. Dr. David N. Young, Pastor 

pastordave@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 105  
  

Richard Jeric, Interim Director of Music 
rhjeric@gmail.com  

  
Darline DeMott, Associate Director of Music & Arts Ministries 

darline.demott@gmail.com 
 

Bryan Jaster, Director of Youth and Family Faith Formation 
bryan@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 104 

  
Terri Hollingsworth, Director of Office Ministries 

office@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 100 
  

Kim Williams, Director of Finance 
bookkeeper@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 103 

  
Pat Shields, Director of Information Management 

BethelDatabase@aol.com 
 

Cliff Crowder, Director of Facility Management 
office@bethelwinchester.com, Ext. 106 

 
Patty White, Director of Custodial Ministries 

annwhite54@aol.com 
  

Gretchen Meade, Director of Nursery Care 
office@bethelwinchester.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The deadline for articles for the  
February issue of the Bethel Banner  
is 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 20.  

 

Please send articles to  
office@bethelwinchester.com 

mailto:office@bethelwinchester.com

