
April 2015 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

 Palm Sunday 
March 29 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship 
April 2 

12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday Worship 
April 3 

12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday Worship 
April 5 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Breakfast 7:30-10:30 a.m. 
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Pastor’s Page 

BOTH Cross AND Empty Tomb 
 
Peanut butter and Jelly.  Salt and Pepper.  
Dogs and cats.  Duke and Carolina.    
 
Some things just go together.  While they have 
their own distinct individuality, they just go to-
gether in a way that nothing else would for 
either of them. 
 
Peanut butter and bananas? Sorry Elvis, but 
no.  Salt and Lime? Well, perhaps, in certain 
settings, but generally no.  Dogs and bats? 
Uh, sorry.  Duke and Maryland? Terps wish.   
State and Carolina?  Really close, but 8 miles 
beats 30.   
 
Some things just go together best. Not exclu-
sively mind you.  But best.     
 
The cross and the empty tomb are like this.  
You can’t really have one without the other.   
 
The cross is simply another dead Hebrew rab-
ble-rouser at the hands of the Roman Empire 
without the empty tomb.  And the empty tomb 
can’t happen without a dead man on the 
cross.   
 
Often we find ourselves living in a place where 
we want to simply enjoy the gift of the empty 
tomb without thinking too often about the trag-
edy of the cross.  All glory, no pain.     
 
And at other times, we fall prostrate before the 
humbling cross, with its pain and its sorrow, 
and refuse to leave our misery, forgetting that 
the empty tomb, hope, is the fulfillment of any 
cross.   
 
This Holy Week, let us embrace both the cross 
and the empty tomb.  Let us be mindful of our 
sin, but not so mindful that we forget that God 
does something about it.  Let us rejoice in the 
resurrection, but not without recognizing that 
all abundant life will come with some struggle 
and suffering.   
 

The great Gospel truth of Easter and the way of 
Jesus is that Christianity is way more often an 
experience of “both … and,”  than the more popu-
lar but less biblical, “either … or.”     
 
Or as Rob Base and DJ EZ Rock so eloquently 
put it back in the ‘80s:   

 
“Joy (pump it up, pump it up) and pain (keep it 
goin’, keep it goin’).  Like Sunshine and rain!” 

 
Additionally … 

 
“It takes two to make a thing go right.  It takes two 

to make it outta sight.” 
 
Cross.  Empty Tomb.  Joy. Pain.  Sunshine. Rain.   
 
Things that just go together.  
 
And it truly takes two – BOTH cross AND empty 
tomb – to make God’s thing go right!  
 
BOTH Lenten AND Easter Shalom, 
 

Pastor Dave 

National Day of Prayer  
Prayer Service @ Bethel Park 
May 7, 2015, 6:00 p.m. 
 
The first Thursday of May is designated as the 
“National Day of Prayer.”  We invite you to join us 
at Bethel Park for a prayer service that will take 
place at 6:00 p.m.  Invite friends and come as you 
are.  This is a special day 
and time to give thanks and 
seek God’s grace for our 
world, our country, our neigh-
bors, and ourselves.   
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Council Highlights 

Council Members for 2015 
 

Tom Beyer - President 
Karla King - Vice President 
Bruce Lothrop - Secretary 
Traci Shoberg - Treasurer   

Cory Carlson 
Tom Milburn 

Greg Brondos 
Adrian Pullen 

Julie Shanabrook 

The March meeting of the Congregational Coun-
cil of Bethel Lutheran Church was held on March 
11. The following items were discussed. 
 
Book Discussion 
Council spent a few minutes discussing the book 
“Missional: Joining God in the Neighborhood,” by 
Alan Roxburgh.  Council will spend time studying 
this book throughout the year.   
 
Treasurer's report 
The treasurer’s report was generally positive.  
Income was very strong, owing to some signifi-
cant one-time gifts.  Expenses were slightly low-
er than expected.  Income was $8,833 greater 
than expenses.  This nearly made up for the loss 
in January caused by weak giving.  
  
Pastor's report 
Pastor Dave is considering various options for 
summer worship times.  Bethel may keep the 
regular schedule of holding two services, at 8:30 
and 11:00 am, for the summer.  Council was 
supportive of having two Sunday worship times 
throughout the summer, possibly having only 
one service on occasion, and hosting a commu-
nal breakfast those weeks to facilitate fellowship 
between members of the Congregation that do 
not usually attend the same service. 

 
Youth & Family Ministry report 
Bryan Jaster report that the “Seventh Day” re-
treat for fifth and sixth grade students was a suc-
cess.  “Holy Hoops” has restarted.  Members of 
Bethel are invited to play basketball on Tuesday 
evenings at Winchester Church of God.  On May 
9, an event will be held to help improve the camp 
a Caroline Furnace.   

 
Congregation Feedback 
Members of council were encouraged to report 
on feedback they hear from the congregation.  
This will be a regular item for discussion at 
Council meetings. 
 
Jubilee Update/Mortgage Amortization 
A final push for the Jubilee fund will begin at the 
November 2015 congregational meeting.  The 
goal of the Jubilee fund is to retire the  

mortgage by the end of 2016 and allow more 
giving go directly to ongoing missional activi-
ties. Council will discuss options for mortgage 
amortization at the April meeting. 

 
Inquirer's Day   
The “Inquirer’s Class”, for those new to the 
Bethel family and interested in learning more 
about the Lutheran Church in general, and 
Bethel in particular, will be held in one ses-
sion on Saturday April 18.  Council members 
are encouraged to join the class at 9:00 am 
for a chance to meet attendees.  

 
Returning Thanks/Bethel Clean Up Day 
A “Returning Thanks” event will be held on 
either April 3 or April 4.  The event will focus 
on work to be done to the Bethel building and 
property. 
 
Furnace Status 
After discussion, Council agreed that it would 
be best if the replacement of the furnace can 
be held off until 2016 when funds can be allo-
cated in the Ministry spending plan. 

 
Council/Staff Liaison 
Tom Beyer will attend staff meetings when he 
is available in effort to support communication 
between staff and council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bruce Lothrop, Secretary 



Men’s Ministries 

Women’s Ministries Music and Arts Ministries 
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Join us at 8:30 a.m. on the first Saturday 
this month (April 4) at the Back Seat Bar 
and Grill.  Please note the new time! 
 
Next month, due to the Apple Blossom 
Festival the first weekend in May, the 
Men’s Breakfast will not be held.  See you 
in June! 

Girls’ Night Out 
April 8, 6:30 p.m., Roma’s 
 
Come join us for dinner at Roma’s in Stephens 
City!  RSVP to Susan Asmussen if you plan to 
attend (asmussen10910@gmail.com or 
703-615-7289) 
 
Roma’s is located at 20 Fairfax Pike, Stephens 
City.  540-869-5200. 
 

Women’s Spring Retreat 
April 10-12 
Priestfield Retreat Center in Inwood, WV 
 
From Soul Keeping:  “Jesus calls us to a deep 
life, one that goes beyond our everyday inter-
ests and desires.  A rested, well-cared-for soul 
has the capacity to empathize and understand 
profoundly, to ask questions and not simply go 
through the motions of faith.  It holds our con-
nection to eternity and can help us see past the 
petty concerns of the present.  It has access to 
the kind of peace, gratitude, freedom, and 
blessing that comes only from a heavenly well-
spring….Your soul is waiting.  It longs to return 
to its…only resting place—God.” 
 
Registration forms are located in the narthex 
pamphlet display board and the church office.  
Forms and payment are due April 4. 

Concerts at Bethel  
 

Rachel Kurtz in Concert. Rachel will be with us 
for our morning worship on Sunday, April 12. She 
will also be sharing in a special concert at 3:00 
p.m. ($10 Suggested Donation at the Door). 
Rachel is a Minneapolis-based songwriter, per-
former and recording artist. Churches across the 
country have discovered Rachel’s powerhouse 
voice and joyful presence. Her song “Make A Dif-
ference,” unveiled at the 2012 ELCA Youth Gath-
ering, has become a widespread sensation sung 
by praise bands, youth groups, and school choirs 
from coast to coast. In addition to 
her music leadership at conven-
tions and congregations, Rachel 
is also an in-demand retreat facil-
itator and keynote speaker at 
youth weekends, women’s re-
treats and many times at Sunday 
morning worship. 
 
 
 
Classical Guitar Concert on Friday, April 27 at 
7:00 p.m. Bethel Lutheran Church Sanctuary will 
be filled with the sounds of classical, Spanish, jazz 
and American folk music.  Jonathan Smith, a 
Shenandoah University Doctorate of Musical Arts 
student will be sharing his talents in concert. Jona-
than has received awards in a number of competi-
tions including 1st place "James Stroud All-Ohio 
Guitar Competition 2014;" 1st Prize "Southern 
Guitar Festival 2014, chamber division;" 3rd Priz-

es in both the Classical and 
Blues/Rock categories of the 
"Wilson Center Guitar Festival 
and Competition 2013;" and 
highly commended for the Stet-
son University Concerto Compe-
tition in 2010. 
 

In addition to classical guitar, 
Jonathan emphasizes in other 
styles such as jazz, pop and 
rock.  
 

Admission is free.   
A Freewill Offering will be received.   



Youth Ministries 

 
Acts 17:28a, "In God we 
live, move, and exist." 
 

June 14-18 – 5:30-8:30pm   
FREE!  Kids ages 3 years and up! 

 
Vacation Bible School is a weeklong adventure 
for Kids ages 3-10 years old, youth any age and 
adults who will connect with God’s Love in Ac-
tion!  Bethel’s Vacation Bible School is a G-
Force!  
 

Register Here! Kids, Youth and Adults: 
http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/BethelWinchester 
 

Take a sneak peak at our 
theme!  (http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/
downloads/gforce-theme-chart.pdf 
 

Underground Student Ministries 
 

April 19 @ 6pm – Middle School Underground @ 
Bethel – “Are we lost or found or what?” Pizza, 
friendship and living like Jesus. 

April 26 @ 6pm – High School Underground @ 
Bethel.  We are a people loving and living like 
Jesus and there is room for you.   
 

Road Trip  
Camp for All 6-12th grade youth  
May 9, 9-4pm @ Caroline Furnace 
 

For all youth  – Gather at Bethel @ 9am – Bring 
$15.  Ropes challenge course, hiking, lunch and 
building something for Camp together.  Return at 
4pm.  Please let Bryan Jaster know if you can 
come.   
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2015 Seniors & Families!  
 
Graduation Sunday June 14  – During worship 
we wrap our seniors in the love of Christ as we 
prepare to launch them to grow as disciples in 
college.   

ELCA Youth Gathering 
“Rise Up” 
Detroit, July 12-19, 2015 
 

Thanks to all who continue to collect Change 
to fill up our BIG BLUE JUG!  
Please pray for us!  Cameron, Chris, Daniel, 
Christopher, Tanner, Conner, Daniel, Isaiah,  
Justin, Will, Clara, Clare, Darby, Emma, Taylor, 
Hannah, Kaylie, Maddie, Maggy, Meredith,  
Morgan, Savannah, Taylor, Tyler, Bryan, Brian, 
Pastor Dave, Donna, Stephanie, Suzanne, and 
Julie. 
 

April 19 - 4pm -   All gathering participants begin 
to form our covenant, pick hotel roommates, and 
learn to live lives rooted in the “theology of the 
cross” together! 
 

Saturday May 9 - 9am-4pm, Bring $15 and meet 
at Bethel for Road trip to Camp Caroline Furnace 
to spend time with Muhlenberg youth. 
 

May 17 - 4pm - Gathering participants learn 
about the history of Detroit, what we bring to De-
troit and what we might bring back to our commu-
nities. 
 

Kairos  
Roanoke College, June 21-26 
 

It’s a week of faith formation for youth who will be 
in 9th-12th grades in the coming fall.  It is a 
chance for youth who are already committed to a 
life of faith to be part of a unique Christian com-
munity for an entire week, to have a fresh experi-
ence of the grace and presence of God in that 
community, and to develop habits for discipleship 
that can be taken home as they live out their call 
to be “Ambassadors for Christ.” 
 
The event has a limit of 165 participants, so regis-
ter early.  As soon as the event reaches capacity, 
applicants’ names are placed on a waiting list in 
the order in which they have been received.    
Signup - http://www.vasynod.org/ministries/youth-
ministry/  click Kairos.  Contact Bryan Jaster 
(bryan@bethelwinchester.com) for more info.  

http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/downloads/gforce-theme-chart.pdf
http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/downloads/gforce-theme-chart.pdf
http://www.vasynod.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
http://www.vasynod.org/ministries/youth-ministry/
mailto:bryan@bethelwinchester.com


Adult Forum 
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Adult Forum and Parenting Class  
April and May 
 
We will be concluding our Animate: Practices 
series in April with the final three sessions 
after Easter. 
 
April 12:  Money - Shane Claiborne  
April 19:  Service - Enuma Okoro 
April 26:  Community  - Doug Pagitt 
 
On May 3, we will have a “Faith5 Intergenera-
tional Event” in Discipleship Hall for ALL of 
our Sunday school participants (youngest to 
oldest), sharing and learning about Faith5.   
 
Also, back by popular demand, Judy McKi-
ernan and Rebecca Sigler will be leading an-
other installment of their parenting class on 
the three weeks in April after Easter (April 12, 
19, 26).  This class will meet in the Martin Lu-
ther Library at the same time as Adult Forum.  
Hopefully, you can take time to join this won-
derful class led by two exciting and well-loved 
teachers! 

Hospitality Team 2015 
 
Bethel is looking at putting together a Hospi-
tality Team.  This team would serve as peo-
ple committed to seeking out guests and wel-
coming them to Bethel.  Pastor Dave would 
like to have at least 20 people on this team 
so that we can spread ourselves out over 
many weeks, “many hands make light work.”   
 
You don’t need to “know everybody” or any-
thing like that.  We simply need committed 
Christians willing to be about the Sunday 
morning effort of making guests feel en-
gaged, valued, and comfortable. 
 
Please respond to Pastor Dave 
(revhoops@gmail.com) if you are willing to be 
part of this brand new and vital ministry team.   

Worship Times  
They ARE NOT a changing!   
But there are a couple of really cool twists! 
 
After much prayer and consideration over several 
years, I have made the decision that our worship 
times will NOT change this summer.   
 
We will continue to have worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m. year round.  I understand that this is 
“change” in that it is “not change.”  Still, I feel that 
this will best allow for a consistency of worship 
times that is important, I believe, in reaching out 
to others who are not here.   
 
Still, we will be offering some new twists this sum-
mer.   
 
First, we will be offering a mid-week worship ser-
vice on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  This 
service will be for those who are traveling over the 
weekend, or who simply want a “recharge” during 
the week.  This service may even be outside 
some weeks, weather permitting.  It will include 
Holy Communion each week that Pastor Dave is 
present.   
 
Second, as part of our Year of Relationships, we 
are going to gather every Fifth Sunday in ONE 
WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00 a.m. for a Fellow-
ship Sunday.  Our first one will take place on Sun-
day, May 31.  We will worship at 10:00 a.m. and 
then invite the congregation to hang around for a 
cookout or potluck and fellowship time.  This will 
be a great opportunity to invite friends. 
 
So, things are NOT “a changing” but things are 
“evolving” with a mid-week worship service and 
the Fifth Sunday One Service fellowship.  I am 
really looking forward to this summer! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Dave  

mailto:revhoops@gmail.com
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Attention Kids! (and Parents) 
 
On Sunday, February 1, the children's sermon 
was based on  Romans 8:28. Paul says, "We 
know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called accord-
ing  to his purpose."  

We learned that even bad, hurtful, disappoint-
ing  things are good in God's kingdom. We find 
that we need His help to overcome them 
sometimes. That pulls us closer to Him, 
through reading  His word, the Bible, and pray-
ing to Him.  I asked you all to sculpt a paper 
snowflake (with your parents help) that sym-
bolizes the highs and lows in your life. 
 
I am praying that you are sculpting your snow-
flake, as you pray to Him for help.  
 
Bring your snowflake Easter Sunday, so 
we can "Let it go", along with all those 
hurts that ended up being good and bring-
ing you closer to Jesus. 
 
See ya’ Easter Sunday,  
Joy Stull 

Bethel Clean Up Day 
Saturday, April 4, 10:00 a.m. 
 
An Opportunity to Serve - Just between Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday, there is Saturday, 
April 4.  On that day, we want to make sure we 
do a good clean-up job inside the church.  So, 
mark your calendar and make a note to come 
over and help.  The Men’s Breakfast begins at 
8:30am at Back Street Bar and Grill.  Let’s 
begin with breakfast and then go on over to the 
church to do a bit of work.  Those of you who 
can’t make it to breakfast, come on over to the 
church at 10:00am.  John McAllister has gra-
ciously offered to send over a crew from Read-
ing some time before Easter to spruce up the 
outside, so we can focus on the inside.  Here’s 
a starter list: 
 
Clean window and door glass inside and out-
side, concentrating on the Mission Hall and the 
Narthex areas (cleaning supplies will be availa-
ble). 
 
Dust furnace vents (especially the ones higher 
up on walls). 
 
Clean bugs out of light fixtures and change 
light bulbs/tubes. 
 
Sweep up the entranceways (I’ll figure out 
some way to camouflage the loose tiles at the 
front entrance with a big flower pot and some 
nice flowers - someone can hopefully volunteer 
to make a project out of fixing the problem 
more permanently after we’re sure we won’t 
have another freeze). 
 
Clean interior doors and sanitize the handles 
(we’ll have Windex or Greased Lightning on 
hand). 
 
Any other indoor clean-up jobs we can think of 
before the day arrives. 
 
We hope you can make it! 
Cliff Crowder and Patty White  

Holy Hoops    
Every Tuesday @ 7pm at the Winchester 
Church of God.  Basketball for 6

th
 graders on 

up.  Community, prayer, and basketball. Come 
play! 
 
 

Cash for Causes   
Do you shop at Martin's?  If so, buy a “Cash for 
Causes” card to support the ministry of our 
youth!  We receive 5% back for every pur-
chase.  Please see Suzanne Gregory in the 
Crossroads. 



Global Missions 
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Inquirers’ Day @ Bethel  
New Member Sunday 
 

On Saturday, April 18 from 9:00-11:30 am, we 
will host a day for perspective members of Beth-
el as well as anyone interested in simply learn-
ing more about our ministry.  Childcare will be 
provided and Breakfast will be served.  Come 
meet members of our Church Staff, our Church 
council, as well as our Ministry Board Chairs.  
Pastor Dave will give an overview of our mission 
and vision at Bethel and Pat Shields, our Direc-
tor of Information Management, will walk you 
through a process to discern your spiritual gifts.   
 

In all it will be a wonderful opportunity to meet 
new friends, share in fellowship, and encounter 
how Bethel is living out our vision to be “a com-
munity growing deeper in faith and wider in 
love.” 
 

New Member Sunday will be on April 26. 
 

Please fill out a registration postcard and 
place in the offering plate or return to the 
church office no later than April 13.  Post-
cards are located in the “Visitor Information” 
pamphlet display board. 

Philippines:  Howard Kemnitz has shared news 
from Concordia Children’s Services in Manila.  He 
reports that two new board members have 
been elected to replace Ed Stroshim, who recently 
passed away, and Pastor Boa, who currently has 
too much on his plate to be an active member.  The 
new Board members are Arlene Reyes (the wife of 
the Lutheran Church of the Philippines President) 
and Sean Harlow (a Former US Marine and long-
time supporter of CCS). 
 

Level 2 accreditation requirements have been sub-
mitted to allow Tax Exemption for corporate do-
nors.  The Department. of Social Welfare and De-
velopment should have completed their final evalu-
ation by this writing.  CCS expects to have Level 2 
accreditation by the end of the first quarter. 
 

Over the past six months five babies were adopted; 
one was taken to New Zealand, one to France, two 
to Canada, and one to Spain. 
 

Four new abandoned infants have been admitted to 
the program and one more infant is awaiting admis-
sion. 
 

Sixty-nine urban poor children are currently being 
served: forty are elementary school aged, twenty 
five are High-School aged, and four are College 
students. 
 

There are currently twenty-one foreign donors and 
ninety-one local Philippine donors.  The income 
is currently continuing to keep pace with expenses, 
and is in fact, showing a positive reserve of 
1,290,000 pesos (a little over one month’s expens-
es).  This is a great accomplishment since the reno-
vation and relocation. 
  
Tanzania:  Plastic Surgeons Dr. Jack Cochran 
and Dr. Bill Brown recently traveled from Denver, 
Colorado to the Arusha Lutheran Medical Center in 
Tanzania. In four and a half days the two doctors 
were able to complete 75 cleft lip and cleft palate 
procedures.  Many of these children will spend time 
with Sarah Wallace at the Plaster House to recover 
prior to returning to their home villages.  It is truly 
wonderful to see years of planning and building 
come to fruition in an opportunity to bring healing to 
so many young children! 



Doug Newell Needs a New Kidney 
 

Doug Newell, one of our brothers in Christ and a member of our choir, is awaiting a new lease on 
life. He is experiencing end-stage of renal failure, and doctors say a kidney transplant is critical to 
his survival.  
 

For over seven years, Doug has been undergoing dialysis treatments for four hours each day, five 
times a week. Dialysis is a harsh treatment on the human body, and Doug’s organs are giving out. 
Sadly, Doug’ family knows the effects of renal failure all too well, as both his sister and nephew lost 
their health battles with end-stage renal disease.    
 

For years, Doug was a Lt. Shift Commander at a local prison, but his disease forced him to resign. 
He’s been on disability since 2008, making things very difficult financially for him and Cindy. To 
administer his dialysis treatments at home, Cindy reduced her work hours to part time, as treat-
ments are four hours long, five days a week.  
 

Before his health began to decline, Doug led a very active, athletic life. He loved playing and 
coaching sports, but these days, he’s limited to only watching his favorites—basketball, football 
and baseball. He looks forward to the day when he’s healthy enough to go back to work full time 
and spend more quality time with Cindy 
 

Unfortunately, Doug’s hope for a new life comes at a very high price. The average kidney trans-
plant costs approximately $250,000. Even with health insurance, which will cover a portion of the 
transplant costs, he still faces significant medical expenses related to the surgery, as well follow-up 
care and daily anti-rejection medications 
 

A small Committee was recently formed at Bethel to discuss these needs and ways to help Doug 
and Cindy. With support from Council, Bethel has agreed to partner with the National Foundation 
for Transplants (NFT) to create a one-year fund-raising Campaign that will help relieve the growing 
burden of expenses for Doug and Cindy. NFT is a terrific organization that has been assisting 
transplant patients with fundraising support for more than 30 years.  
 

This Campaign, launched on March 22, 2015 began with a $20,000 gift from a private donor. Your 
gift will continue to help Doug and Cindy receive the financial support they desperately need. Dur-
ing this one-year period, donations by members of the congregation may be made in two ways:  
 

Through Bethel: Donations can be made by check or cash. Make checks out to Bethel Lutheran 
Church”, with “NFT – Doug Newell” noted in the memo area of the check. Cash donations are also 
welcome – just indicate “NFT - Doug Newell” on your numbered offering envelopes. Bethel will 
transfer donations directly to Doug’s NTF account on a periodic basis and donors will be credited 
with their tax-deducible donation by Bethel.  
 

Directly to NFT: Donations can be made by check or credit card. Please make your check payable 
to NFT Virginia Transplant Fund. Remember to write “in honor of Doug Newell” on the memo line. 
Visit www.transplants.org to make a secure online donation. Click “Find an NFT Patient” to search 
for Doug. 
 

If you have any questions about donations, please feel free to contact Committee Treasurer Sandy 
Sliger smsliger@comcast.net).  If you have any ideas about Campaign fundraising, please contact 
Joy Stull, Head of Fundraising (jjstull731@yahoo.com). Finally, new Campaign Committee mem-
bers are welcome! Please contact me if you would like to join us (gavitt@live.com).   
 

This is the time of year when we focus on the ultimate sacrifice our Savior made in response to His 
love for us. May the generosity and compassion that we will demonstrate for Doug and Cindy dur-
ing this next year “pay that love forward”.  Be the reflection of Christ and shine His light.  
 

Peace, John Gavitt - Campaign Chairman 

http://www.transplants.org
mailto:smsliger@comcast.net
mailto:jjstull731@yahoo.com
mailto:gavitt@live.com


2015 Bethel Board Chairs 
 

Worship Board – Pastor Dave 
Prayer and Care Board – Irene Cockerham 

Learning Board – Amy Jaster 
Servant Board – Dean Cole 

Congregational Life – Jennifer LaFollette 
Ministry Support – Shawn Garner 
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Easter Breakfast Food Sign Up 
 
Please sign up in the Cross-
roads to bring food items and 
help.    

Community Bulletin Board 
 
Located in the “Crossroads” (just outside the 
church office) is a Community Board where 
you can post items that might be of interest to 
the congregation.  Stop by and look over 
these items too.  There might be something 
happening in the wider community that you 
would like to be a part of or attend. 
 
For example: 
 
“Table Scapes” to benefit Faith in Action 
Sunday, April 12, 2– 5 p.m. 
George Washington Hotel 
 
For more information, please see the event 
flyer on the community bulletin board. 

Are You Missing Something? 
 
Please take a look at the coats on the coat 
rack in the church narthex.  There are many 
that have been hanging there since Novem-
ber.   Please take your coats with you. 

Bethel “Couples Retreat” 
Graves Mountain Lodge 
May 8-10, 2015 
 
Want a special getaway?  Just the two of you?   
 
As part of our Year of Relationships, we are go-
ing to have a gathering of couples over the 
weekend of May 8-10 at the wonderful Graves 
Mountain Lodge in Syria, VA (an hour away).   
 
The cost for the weekend is exceptional: $200 
per couple (which includes all 6 meals for 
the couple, and two nights lodging).   
 
We will gather for dinner on Friday, followed by 
an evening of fellowship and sharing.  On Satur-
day, we will have our program in the morning, a 
free afternoon, and another program in the 
evening.  On Sunday, after breakfast, we will 
have worship together.  We conclude our time 
with lunch. 
 
Look for the registration brochures in the nar-
thex pamphlet display board beginning April 5 
and feel free to pass along to friends.  If you 
have questions, please contact Pastor Dave.   
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You are Invitied. . . 
 
NW Works Chimers spring concert featuring our own, Ashley Miller. 
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Bethel's “Jubilee Campaign” 
A Halftime Report 
 
“The rich rule over the poor and the borrow-
er is the slave of the lender”  (Proverbs 22:7) 
 
This scripture passage is well known to you if 
you happen to be one of Bethel's nearly 100 
Alums from Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace 
University  courses. Dave uses it over and over 
to make his point that the lives of  individuals 
and families in debt often are “ruled” by debt 
from credit card payments, car payments, medi-
cal expenses, home mortgages  and other 
debts. Probably some of you know the feeling 
well and realize that these payments keep you 
from doing things you and your family feel are 
important.  
 
Well, unfortunately, Bethel also finds itself in the 
role as “slave of the lender”. Just in case you 
missed it or have forgotten, our budget for 2015 
includes a monthly mortgage payment of 
$4,301or a total of $51,612 for the year which is 
almost 10% of the total budget! Just like fami-
lies with debts, our Council members have to 
make tough choices on spending priori-
ties......salaries, utilities, needed maintenance 
and, certainly, existing and new ministry pro-
grams.  
 
During the Bethel Becoming evaluation, the 
Congregation strongly indicated that retirement 
of our mortgage debt was a top priority. As a 
result, Pastor Dave and Council established our 
Jubilee Campaign Team and challenged 
them to find ways for Bethel to become “Debt 
Free” by the end of 2016. The Jubilee Team is 
committed to reaching that goal! Here's some 
good news: since the campaign was “kicked-
off” on November 13, 2013, the mortgage debt 
has been reduced from $755,541 to $444,391. 
Generous members and friends of Bethel have 
made this possible and we thank each of 
you........very much! Reduced monthly mort-
gage payments have already allowed us to add 
support for and expansion of our Youth and 
Family programs; the increased activity and 
enthusiasm level is great to see. 

Now we're about half way through the Jubilee 
Campaign. We've had a good first half but the 
game isn't over.......we must win the second 
half to declare a true victory. In 2016, Bethel's 
Year of Giving, Jubilee will be at the top of 
the priority list. Please stay tuned over the next 
few months as we share plans to assure that, 
with God's Blessings and with full support of 
our Bethel Family, we will make this happen. 
 

With God, all things are possible! 
 
We ask you to look into the future and visualize 
what Bethel Can Become when this burden of 
debt is lifted from our shoulders. Paraphrasing 
Dave Ramsey's frequently used statement, we 
ask you to: 
 
”Imagine what the people of Bethel could do for 
the Kingdom of God if Bethel were Debt Free” 
 

“Then you shall have the trumpet  
sounded loud...for it is a Jubilee,  

it shall be holy to you” 
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Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands 
 

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands for our offenses given; 
But now at God’s right hand he stands and brings us life from heaven. 

Therefore let us joyful be and sing to God right thankfully 
Loud songs of alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Our Savior Jesus, God’s own Son, here in our stead descended; 
The knot of sin has been undone, the claim of death is ended. 

Christ has crushed the power of hell; now there is naught but death’s gray shell 
Its sting is lost forever.  Alleluia! 

 
Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursed tree so strong God’s love to save us. 
See, his blood now marks our door; faith points to it; death passes over, 

And Satan cannot harm us.  Alleluia! 

So let us keep the festival to which the Lord invites us; 
Christ is the very joy of all, the sun that warms and lights us. 
Now his grace to us imparts eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

The night of sin is ended.  Alleluia! 

Then let us feast this Easter Day on Christ the bread of heaven; 
The Word of grace has purged away the old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone, our holy meal, the hungry soul will feed and heal; 
Faith lives upon no other!  Alleluia! 

Hymn # 370 from ELW Hymnal 
Words: Martin Luther, Enchridion (Erfurt, Germany: 1524) (Christ lag in Todesbanden);  
translated from German to English by Richard Massie, Martin Luther’s Spiritual Songs, 1854. 
Music: Christ Lag in Todesbanden Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, 1524; arranged by  
Johann S. Bach, 1724 

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/l/u/t/luther_m.htm
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/m/a/s/massie_r.htm
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/b/a/c/bach_js.htm


April Birthdays April Anniversaries 

Around the Congregation 
 
Congregational sympathy is extend-
ed to the family of Rev. Dr. Conrad 
Christianson, who passed away in 
February. 
 
 
New address: 
 
Dorothy Rogers 
304 Butterscotch Court 
Winchester, VA  22602 
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01 - Severin Riesgraf 
02 - Shirlee Tilelli 
04 - Charles Faust 
05 - Clara Shanabrook 
       Rachel Tripp 
       Bunny Jackson 
07 - Susie Beyer 
08 - Kynlee Sikora 
10 - Pam Hoyle 
11 - Lorena Dunlap 
13 - Grant Meeker 
       Daniel Milburn 
       Noah Young 
       Shauni Isenberg 
14 - Beth Shelburne 
16 - Karen White 
18 - Doug Newell 
20 - Mandy Hulver 
       Khanh Nguyen 
       Diane Milburn 
21 - Mark Tripp 
22 - Judy McCaughey 
24 - Adam McKiernan 
       Ciro Grassi 
25 - Mary Ruth Joyner 
       Emma Brooks 
       Sarah Newman 
26 - Glenna Shifflett 
27 - Will Hall 
28 - Howard Kemnitz 
       Warden Jenkins 
30 - Pete Milam 
 

 

01 - Adrian and Crystal Pullen  
08 - John and Mary Louise Good  
       Mark and Rhonda Dodson  
09 - Tom and Kathryn Carpenter  
11 - Tracy and Sandy Hulver  
       Glen and Pam Russell  
18 - Clark and Bunny Jackson  
20 - Troy and Rani Hammond 



Facts & Figures 

Thank You, Thank You,  
Thank You! 

 
...for your generosity, support, and 

partnership in ministries here at  
Bethel, to our community, and to 

God’s world. 
 

“You will be enriched in every way for 
your great generosity, which will pro-

duce thanksgiving to God through us.”   

(2 Corinthians 9:11) 

Average Worship 
Attendance 
February 

209 

  MSP Offerings % of MSP Total 2015 MSP 

  Needed to meet MSP Actual   $512,000 

February 2015 $37,990 $48,068 121%   

YTD as of February 2015 $75,673 $79,707 105%   

Principal Balance on Mortgage 
as of December 31, 2014 

Principal Balance on Mortgage as of 
February 18, 2015 

Decrease in Mortgage Principal 
2015 

$464,285.42 $444,391.19 $19,896.49 

Designated Ministries Offering  Thru February 28 
 

For the World 
World Hunger Appeal 

$627 
Global Missions 

$755 
 

For the Community 
CCAP 
$435 

Jones Music Fund 
$2,165 

Good Samaritan 
$55 

 

For the Bethel Community 
Student Missions 

$250 
Jubilee/Mortgage Principal 

$12,002 
Bethel Park 

$0 
 

Ministry Spending Plan Update 

For more detailed financial information, please visit www.bethelwinchester.com and click on Publications. 



Bethel Lutheran Church 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Closed on Friday) 
Website:  www.bethelwinchester.com 
E-mail:  office@bethelwinchester.com 

Facebook:  facebook.com/bethelwinchester 
 

 PASTOR 
 The Rev. Dr. David N. Young  (pastordave@bethelwinchester.com) Ext. 105  

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

The Rev. Dr. Conrad Christianson 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
Bryan Jaster, (bryan@bethelwinchester.com) Ext. 104 

 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND ARTS MINISTRIES 

George W. Donovan, Jr. (george@bethelwinchester.com) Ext. 102 
 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND ARTS MINISTRIES 
Darline DeMott (darline.demott@gmail.com) 

 
DIRECTOR OF OFFICE MINISTRIES 

Terri Hollingsworth (office@bethelwinchester.com) Ext. 100 
 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Kim Williams (bookkeeper@bethelwinchester.com) Ext. 103 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITY MANAGAEMENT 

Cliff Crowder (facility@bethelwinchester.com) Ext. 106 
 

DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 
Pat Shields (BethelDatabase@aol.com) 

 
DIRECTOR OF CUSTODIAL SERVICES 

Patty White (annwhite54@aol.com) 
 

DIRECTOR OF NURSERY CARE 
Gretchen Meade 

The Deadline for the May 
Bethel Banner is 3:00 p.m. on 

Monday, April 20. 


