UTHERAN CHURCH
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026
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Introduction

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the
delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples
they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to

associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might
offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Please Stand)

GATHERING SONG | WILL FOLLOW

CCLI Song # 5806878
Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Reuben Morgan
© 2010 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs; Spirit
Nashville Three; So Essential Tunes; Spirit Nashville Three; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia

Intro
Where You go I'll go
Where You stay I'll stay
When You move I'll move
| will follow
Oh oh oh

Verse 1
All Your ways are good
All Your ways are sure
| will trust in You alone
Higher than my sight
High above my life
| will trust in You alone

Chorus
Where You go I'll go
Where You stay I'll stay
When You move I'll move
| will follow You
Whom You love I'll love
How You serve I'll serve
If this life | lose
| will follow (You)

Interlude
Yeah | will follow You yeah

Verse 2
Light into the world
Light into my life

| will live for You alone
You're the One | seek

Knowing | will find
All | need in You alone

In You alone



Bridge
In You there's life everlasting
In You there's freedom for my soul
In You there's joy unending joy
And | will follow

Ending
Yeah | will follow You yeah
| will follow You yeah
| will follow You yeah

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is
light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give
you rest.”

In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING ROMANS 12:9-21

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '°love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. '* Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit;
serve the Lord. '2Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. '3 Contribute to the
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. > Rejoice with those who
rejoice; weep with those who weep. '8 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 7 Do not repay anyone evil for evil,
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. '8If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. ° Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God,
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” 2" Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 16:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 16th Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord!
This must never happen to you.” 22 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2% For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them
if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their
life?

27*For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly | tell you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ

(Please be seated)

SERMON LAY MINISTER KRISTEE TRUMBO

(Please Stand)



HYMN OF THE DAY OCEANS (WHERE FEET MAY FAIL)

CCLI Song # 6428767
Joel Houston | Matt Crocker | Salomon Ligthelm
© 2012 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia

Verse 1
You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there | find You in the mystery
In oceans deep my faith will stand

Chorus 1
And | will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For | am Yours and You are mine

Verse 2
Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and You won't start now

Interlude 1
Oh and You are mine oh

Bridge
Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Saviour

Interlude 2
Yeah yeah yeah yeah
Oh Jesus yeah my God

Chorus 2
| will call upon Your name
Keep my eyes above the waves
My soul will rest in Your embrace
| am Yours and You are mine



OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be Seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Merciful God,” and the response will be “Receive our prayer.”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION -Darline DeMott — Special Music
(Please Stand)

THANKSGIVING OF THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life,
O God, we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word
of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.
SENDING SONG HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD

CCLI Song # 4348399
Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves
© 2004 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs; Wondrously Made Songs

Verse 1
The splendor of the King
Clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice
All the earth rejoice
He wraps Himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice
And trembles at His voice

Chorus
How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God

Verse 2
And age to age He stands
And time is in His hands
Beginning and the End
Beginning and the End
The Godhead three in one
Father Spirit Son
The Lion and the Lamb
The Lion and the Lamb

Bridge
Name above all names
Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing
How great is our God



DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US TODAY.

WE HOPE EVERY PERSON FELT WELCOMED HERE, ESPECIALLY OUR GUESTS. WE TRUST THAT OUR TIME TOGETHER HAS FILLED
YOU WITH A SENSE OF JOY AND PEACE, AND WE INVITE YOU TO RETURN SOON.



BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music music@bethelwinchester.com
Nina Davis, Office Manager office@bethelwinchester.com
George W. Donovan, Sr., Director of Safety security@bethelwinchester.com
and Security

Shawn Garner, Facility Management facility@bethelwinchester.com
Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers office@bethelwinchester.com
Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry youth@bethelwinchester.com
Patty White, Parish Custodian annwhite54@aol.com
Financial or Giving Questions office@bethelwinchester.com

Council Executive Committee

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY & COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-550-0710, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com

LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408, EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com

CouNnciL GENERAL MEMBERS

MEL SIEBERT, EMAIL MEL.SIEBERT@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

LEEANNE MARPLE EMAIL LEEANNE.MARPLE@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

RENE HOLLEBRANDSE, MINISTRY TEAM EMAIL C.J.HOLLEBRANDSE@GMAIL.COM
TAMAR YAGER EMAIL: TAMAR.YAGER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

RoB CUTLER EMAIL: ROB.CUTLER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

CALL COMMITTEE EMAIL: CALLCHAIR@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
www.bethelwinchester.com
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