November 21st, 2021
The Festival of Christ the King
The festival of Christ the King was first celebrated in 1925, in the midst of the
European political turmoil of the 1920s and 1930s. It was intended to proclaim
God’s reign over a world wracked by one world war and facing another. That truth
can still be proclaimed today. No human system is forever. None can claim
absolute allegiance. Only Christ is Sovereign.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH!
. . . a community growing Deeper in faith and Wider in love. Ephesians 3:16-17

—-———————- GATHERING —————————
(*Indicates to please rise as able in body, mind, or in spirit.)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING MUSIC
“Tempo giusto (vivo) from Sonata for Two Flutes in G”
Music by Johann Christian Schultze
Offered by Charlene Romano & Emma Price, Flute
*GATHERING PRAYER
*OPENING INVOCATION
We begin our worship as we are called to begin each day of our life, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The congregation is invited to remain seated during the readings and singing.

ADVENT
A reading from Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of
the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his
loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall
graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s
den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
10On

that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
(Solo) O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
(All)

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
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CHRISTMAS
A Reading from Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
Once in Royal David’s City

HYMN
(Solo) Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.
(All)

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

(All)

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above;
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

EPIPHANY
A Reading from Isaiah 60:1-3
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness
of your dawn.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION
“Arise Shine”
Words: Isaiah 60:1
Music by Ruth Cunningham
Offered by the Worship Ensemble

Lent, Holy Week & The Three Days
A Reading from Mark 11: 1-10
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives,
he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and
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bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and
will send it back here immediately.’” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside
in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you
doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take
it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in
the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our
ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
A Reading from John 13:1-5, 12-14
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.
And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe,
and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 12After he had washed
their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know
what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I
am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet.
A Reading from Isaiah 53:4-8
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are
healed.6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for
the transgression of my people.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN

What Wondrous Love is This
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul,
for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my
soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; To God and to the lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I Am, While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will
sing, While millions join the theme, I will sing.
Text: North American folk hymn, 19th century.
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen
arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing
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EASTER—THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
A Reading from Matthew 28:1-10
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my
message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples.9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of
his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN

Jesus Christ is Risen Today
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever swing. Alleluia!

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
A Reading from Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
SONG

Go, Make Disciples
“Go, make disciples, baptizing them, teaching them.
Go, make disciples, for I am with you till the end of time.
Go, be the salt of the earth. Go, be the light for the world.
Go, be a city on a hill, so all can see that you’re serving me. (Repeat)
Go, make disciples.”
Text & Music Handt Hanson © 1996 Prince of Peace Publishing. Admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PENTECOST
A Reading from Acts 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN

O Living Breath of God
O living Breath of God, wind at the beginning upon the waters;
O living Breath of God, bearing the creation to wondrous birth:
Come now, and fill our spirits; pour out your gifts abundant.
O living Breath of God, Holy Spirit, breathe in us as we pray.
O living Breath of God, bearing us to life through baptismal waters;
O living Breath of God, sighing with creation for freedom’s birth:
Come now, and fill our spirits; pour out your gifts abundant.
O living Breath of God, Holy Spirit, breathe in us as we pray.
Text: Osvaldo Catena, tr. Gerhad M. Cartford Music: VARVINDAR FRISKA, Swedish folk tuneTr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress

*OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition ending with “God, in your mercy,”, we respond, “hear our prayer.”
*SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

We share the peace of Christ with an embrace or handshake using the words, “Peace be with you.”
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—-———————- HOLY COMMUNION —————————
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION
“Let Us Give Thanks!”
Words & Music by M. Barrett & B. Nix
Offered by the Worship Choir

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION
*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

—-———————- SENDING —————————
*BLESSING AND SENDING
Signed and sealed by the Holy Spirit, you are Christ’s message of love for this troubled world,
written by the same Sender. May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and
through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, ☩ comfort your hearts and strengthen
them in every good work and word. Amen.
*SENDING SONG

Soon & Very Soon

See Back Page
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Text & Music by Andraé Crouch © 1976 Bud John Songs, admin. EMI Christian Pub.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Set your hope on Christ. Thanks be to God.
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